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The regional food equation has changed. With the sharp upturn of 
international food prices in 2007, large-scale natural disaster caused 
by climate change, increases in bio-fuel production caused by rising 
oil prices, and rapid population and economic growth in developing 
economies, the reality of food insecurity is an urgent impending problem.

One existing initiative is the ASEAN Integrated Food Security Framework 
(AIFS). Even AIFS is a comprehensive model; the approach is still too 
top-down. Thus, our suggestion is that we should put more effort in 
improving citizenship participation in pursuit of food security in the 
region. Citizenship participation in ensuring food security can be divided 
into three levels. 

At the political level, the common goal of food security should be 
done collaboratively. Acknowledging the existing framework, our 
recommendations are to increase citizen’s voice with regard to 
food security issues and to cooperate with government-funded R&D 
researchers. 

At the economic level, agriculture-related MNCs (Multinational 
Corporation)/ SMEs, NGOs/ private donors and the impoverished 
community should continue to alleviate food insecurity by engaging 
in proper discourse with researchers and inculcating a healthy 
independence.

At the social level, for the short term, there are four main 
recommendations from our team: Provide education and skills-training 
(NGOs); Share knowledge and build awareness in rural population; 
Demand a certain quality and standard of food and Discourage food 
wastage attitudes and practices.

For the long term, we recommend forming and maximizing the role of 
Farmer Unions and intensifying R&D(production, technology and outputs). 
Also, we should establish and train citizens on Standard Operating 
Procedures for natural disasters and promote a new trend of climate-
change friendly diet.

In conclusion, the vision of regional food equation can only be realized 
if the crucial factors of citizenship participation are solved. The AIFS 
framework outlines the solutions for governments and the private sectors, 
once being implemented in conjunction with our recommendations, could 
address food security in the short and long run.
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Deeper integration within the Asian region envisions the elimination of 
barriers that restrict the free flow of trade in goods, services, labor, and 
investment.  Despite significant reductions in the region’s tariffs, it is vital 
to eliminate non-tariff and non-border barriers. Likewise, coordinated 
monetary and fiscal policy implementation is a potent tool to maximize 
the benefits of integration.

Given the slow progress of economic integration, conventional strategies 
need reconsideration. The present approach of imposing blanket policies 
and rigid standards upon diverse countries has resulted in an uneven 
distribution of trade agreement benefits, limited intra-regional trade, and 
persisting development gaps between countries. 

In order to catalyze integration, policy-makers must cater to the different 
needs and capacities of each nation. This requires country-specific and 
flexible targets involving the reduction of tariff and non-tariff barriers 
(including environmental standards, labor standards, product quality 
standards, intellectual property rights). Thus, developing countries 
currently unable to meet the inappropriately stringent standards due to 
resource constraints and deficiencies in human resource and infrastructure 
development will be accommodated. 

It is also noted that relying solely on traditional trade liberalization 
methods may pose threats to economic integration. Thus, complementary 
policies that seek to address current deficiencies present in developing 
countries should be implemented. Sectors that must be given attention 
include transportation and energy infrastructure, human resource 
development, information and communication technology, and trade 
policy harmonization. 

However, ineffective enforcement mechanisms will undermine the 
abovementioned efforts. Presently, the complete reliance on voluntary and 
non-binding policies is extremely problematic. This has caused unhealthy 
competition amongst member states, inconsistent trade/ investment 
policies and a lack of political will. The proposed solutions are to create 
a dispute settlement mechanism, to grant enhanced autonomy to a central 
authority, and to close legal loopholes. 

In conclusion, the diverse economic and sociopolitical conditions of Asian 
countries call for custom-made policies that guarantee equitable benefits 
to each nation in order to bring us closer to a better Asia and realize the 
prospect of an “Asian century”.
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